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ERRORS or SENSIBILITY. 
rr 
THE RRV. RICHARD BENSON, | 

N i 
Hf HON. EDWARD HERBERT, . 
ir, | | 


CANNOT but feet myſelf a little 
ſurpriſed, that a gentleman of your 
diſtinction and education ſhould not 
have learnt the indelicacy, to ſay na 
more, of forcing yourſelf into the 
houſe of a man who 
III. N 
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unwillingneſs to receive the honor of 
fuch viſits. . You would be much ſur- 
priſed, Sir, did I intrude myſelf upon 
the family of Lord and Lady Hereford, 
who wiſh not to admit me; and why 
* ſhould you allow yourſelf in a liberty 
you would, I preſume, think very 
unjuſtifiable in another. It is not, 
Sir, becauſe I am viewed in a new 
light at Hereford-Park, that I ſhould 
be leſs happy than formerly to ſee 
you here;—l have no ſcruple to ſpeak 
my motive, —I approve not thoſe 
{ forward manners with which you 
Wi. * addreſs Miſs Lucy Williams, who is 
committed to my protection. I am a 
'$ ſtranger to your aim, and it behoves 
1 jou to convince me you have an ho- 
norable purpoſe, or to ceaſe what I 
ie L's ww Ih 
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BRRORS OH SENSIBILITY:. 
muſt deem a perſecution. Even with: 


ch a purpoſe I know not 
ſhould be warranted in receiving you, 
for my ſiſter Harriot intreated me to 
withhold you from paſſing your time _ 
among us, as ſhe knows the reſolu- 
tion of your family to diſe 


countenance 
any attention to her 's. I muſt, there - 
fore, repeat to you, that your preſence 
at the Parſonage cannot but be very 


unacceptable and offenſive tog 
Four reſpectful humble ſeryant;. 
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y-obliged by the ſen- 


your conſideration led you to write 
180 me, rather than lo our oppreſſed 
Harriot, who would have been much 
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perhaps drawn from 


* 
xhe end ſhe foaff tely watches 
N over, by this intell gehe. 07 BSHul 
„ See 10 bonnes ot 


- 4 3 
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T he beſt idea-whith 
» to endeavour to 


Lucy to 
I cannot quit 
this lis,” I could carefully attend 
her in it; and Mr. Gould 
he even follow her, would want a 
pretende to gain admiſſion here. 


J alſo ſhall, by this means (as I am 
ſure you would kindly accompany 
Her) have the gratification I fo much 
wiſh, that of perſonally knowing a 
Srother J already fo highly eſteem. 
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LETTER LHD 
„ „ COMETS n 
a * 5 5 a 
{ 1 
8 MISS LUCY WILLIAMS, ** 


1 NEVER, my dear Lucy, during 
the time our beloved Harriot was witch 
ou, fought to draw you hither, 
conſcious that her example and her 
precepts were a treaſure to you I 
could very inadequately ſupply ;— 
VVV | WE 
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88x OV rtr. 


. now ohne ſhe * at a diſtance, 1 
* I may fre at leaſt one of thoſe 
dear ſiſters from whom I live i in a ſort 
of baniſhment. My care of my aunt 
would receive an almoſt neceflary re- 
laxation in ſuch dear ſociety;—and 
though unwilling to preſent to you, as 
- 1 muſt, one object of ſadneſs, I will, 
do the utmoſt of my power, promote 
your amuſement. in every other way, 
and I have kind 28 who will 
aſſiſt x me in this a aim. 
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| Adicu „ my W dy pita 
ker, yeſterday, from Harriot, and 
you are doubtleſs apprifed that Miſs 
i : _ Baymton's 
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Baynton's depreſſion of ſpirits con- 


account and on that of our beloved 
ſiſter, who will, I fear, ſuffer more 
than ſhe will expreſs from this con- 
tinued anxiety. I remain, in hopes 
of ſeeing you ſoon, 6 og "23 
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THE HON. EDWARD HERBERT, 
. | 5 To ; : 
; SIR HARRY BEACHCROEFT 
R ' 
unlucky a ſcoundrel, (and a re 1 : 


in truth I am) as myſelf. —I blinded | =_ 


the Doctor, flattered the woman, and ; | 


intoxicated my dear 


ﬀ 
; ERRORS OF SENSIBILITY, a 


ddirium of a paſſion ſimilar to wy 
own. | 


| She told me, a ſage ſiſter had ſent 
her an invitation to her houſe, which 
I perceived was deſigned merely to 
remove her from me, who am able 
enough to follow a longer chaſe than 
they can lead; —I, however, took it 
on the doleful,—if I now loſt ; I never 
fhould recover her. At length 1 
went even beyond my original pur- 
poſe; for there was, I profeſs, (and 
I am no profeſſor,) Bore of accident 
than deſign in this affair, —Suffice i "= 
that ſhe con ented to run away with F 


Re 


alas! had not proceeded 
above two miles, when who do you 
K ap to croſs my 'way, and 
with 2 commianding voice that chilled 
me, ordered me 10: deſiſt 


brother !-——who, I: chink, can mould 
me at his pleaſure,—ſo much has he 


while I honor 
im. 
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1 was | hacked: like a bob 
— mounted his horſe;- a he com- 
manded,—and now find myſelf in his 
ſtudy, waiting his arrival, with an 
emotion very like fear. And ought 
not to fear before his upright mind, 
him wh har been my guardian 
and protector in a thouſand ſcenes of 
madneſs and ſally— who ſaved my 
little fortune from the ruin I had well 
nigh brought upon it at the gaming 
table, — and my life in the quarrel, 
that, on finding myſelf a dupe; I had 

embarked in !— I will be guided by 

him, for he has, even now, ſaved me 

from injuring the woman I feel that 

I was born to love; — to love perhaps 

to marriage, had ſhe not been too 
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LETTER XC. . 
Ton vincanTt, - 
„ 
sIR FRANCIS NEVIELE. 


N. OTHING, my dear Neville; but 
an event which had. ſome relation to 
the enchanting, but too cruel Harriot, 
could have rouſed me from the 
torpor of mind, to which, on quitting 
Baynton-Grove, I gave myſelf up. 


Pre 
* 
* 


þ4 
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| made from college an excurſion: 
of a on my return found 
a letter which made me fer out in- 
Rantly for Hereford-Park. * 


My brother, w is a warm hearted, 
"raſh, and ill judging youth, had, I 


| found, been captivated by Lucy Wil- 
liams. The filly, and, I confeſs, un- 
e I bad pla ed when E 
wiſhed to ſecure an acceſs to Mitford- 
Cottage, taught me, that though he 


i ght have little to pe from an ex- 


ward, tho* he has no baſeneſs, has an 
8 „ 
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idle vanity of ſeeking to be beloved, 
and of preſſing his conqueſts. 

1 arrived Juſt in time to prevent his 
taking her away in a poſt chaiſe, and 
carrying her the Lord knows whither, 

3 : —for he had no ſcheme. I have 
= concealed this from the family here, 
which, as it was known only to Ed- 
ward's ſervant and my own, was not 
| difficult; — and to Mr. Benſon I have 
endeavoured to give it the air of a 
frolic, undertaken between boy and 
girl, to frighten and puniſh him for 
his intention of taking his ſiſter away. 


= 


* 


- 


She (till goes, however, and I mean 0 
to perſuade Edward to wait awhile 
33 patiently, 
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patiently, and then I will endeavour 


do unite him to this really good cho: 
3 1 girl, for life. c 


u mother wilt 1 this, bot 
as J am ſure my brother will be led 
by his fancy, this is undoubtedly the 
beſt he can take; and I ſhall feel 
ſome gratification in even this ſort of 
relationſhip to my Harriot. — My 
Harridt} — would to Heaven ſhe 
=: - 

How is poor Miſs Baynton ?—my 
mind looks forward to an event I 
can never endure to witneſs, I could 
ſcarce bring myſelf to promote, but 
which I never will impede. Some 

| | ood, 
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wood, 1 may, „ perhaps, at a diſtant 
period, find it, to look at hap- 


pineſs through | other's eyes.” —If I 


ſhould ever find it ſuch, down with 
Rochefaucault's ſyſtem, ir . 1 


muſt live 1 its refuter. 


n 'Your's moſt truly, 


C2 LETTER 


0D ; 
- # * \ e 
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rer EI 10. 


.SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 
To 


LORD VINCENT. 
My Dear Friend, 


Sp firſt part "© your letter 
alarmed, the next quieted, and the 
Taft perplexes me. I cannot com- 
prehend you, for I ſee not that your 

*brother's marrying Lucy could excite 
| na ſentiments it ſpeaks. Will you 
decypher, 
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a Jear Lord I wiſh 1 could 
bribe you to it by . an __ 
munication. +5. 


Miſs Baynton ſtill continues re» 
luctant to the idea of marriage, and 
ſeems diſturbed when I preſs her on 
the ſubject.— I talk much with the 
affect ionate Lucy, Who never quitted 
her an inſtant during that fatal * 
riod in whach I loſt her. 


x find the detefted Dormer ſoli- 
cited her love with the moſt preſſing 
ardor, but was repelled with dignity 
and ſteadineſs; —that at firſt he and 
Lady Caroline pretended to be diſ- 
| ä of ſome one they expected 

to meet, and the gave herſelf up to 
, Gy = 


* 
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800 ſeeming * as aches 


. by Maria's enquiries, or 


in hope by an aſſumed candour to | 


touch her heart, the villain had con- 


'  fefſed ſhe had been enſnared by a 
fictitious ſtory, which had poſſeſſed 
probability enough to deceive, from 


the brother of Lady Caroline having 


been killed in a duel a ſhort time 


previous to her · viſiting Windſor, and 
the perſon he fought with not _ 


known. 


My. Font love's bucks; ſhe 


= tells me, was exceſſive; ſhe utterly 
. Fefuſed to ſee Lady Caroline, but 


Dormer ſometimes forced his way, 
ny tried every means to obtain her 


| «conſeat-to. marry him. „. eee 


3 
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that her friends could not (uch cau · 
tion had he uſed) diſcover her, the 
ſervant who attended her from the 
Grove had been placed by himſelf, 
Etthe few people around him were 
che aver'd)  ftrialy under his in- 
fluence, — and he declared ſhe ſhould 
never quit chat place till ſhe became | 
his wife. 


He was, thank God, diſappointed 
of this hope, and even, Lucy tells me, 
miſtaken in the fidelity of his people; 
ſome of whom only watched an op- 


poortunity to favor the eſcape of my 


Maria, or to apprize me of her ſi- 
tuation. I find the dear ereature's 
ſpirits were ſtronger, and ſhe ſnewed 
more reſolution during this period, 
Lak: which 


IO. ——ͤ»K« —ͤ ͤ— — ery 
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Which may be called her captivity 
than at t any other of her life. 


| have ſpoken to you of Miſs H. Wil- 
'Hams, and I have given you the ſum 
of many converſations with Lucy; 
had I been able to give you hope, 
believe me, I ſhould not have wan- 
dered into any other ſubject, but there 
is a ſteadineſs in her refuſal I can 
neither combat nor account for. She 


is born to. bleſs ſupremely him ſhe 


makes the object of her choice. I 
never Knew 4 character fo free from 
mortal failings. —Why cannot I 
promiſe her to my friend? —If I can- 
nat affure you of happineſs, let me at 
 leaft induce you to woo contentment, 


which 


—y 


To 
(rn 
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which i 18, perhaps, th ne greateſt on 


to be attained on 3 


You ſee that even reciprocal love, 
(for ſurely my Maria loves me,) affords 
not bliſs. Blame me not that I omit 
following the council I beſtow; fo 
near my wiſhes and till allowed that 
hope I am every inſtant tempted to 
reſign, —-I can fix no bounds to my 
deſires.— And perfect happineſs, or 
its contraſt, miſery, muſt fill the 
5 of your friend X 
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LETTER XCIL 


MISS WILLIAMS, 


10 _ 
| 1418s H. WILLIAMS: 


1 HAVE, my dear Lanes, ih „ the. 1 
period of your abſence, thought our 
dear Lucy might favor me with her 
company, without that diſad vantage 
the depriving her of your inſtructions 
would have occaſioned. I. find her 


| very obliging and ſatisfied with my 
5 efforts 


4 7 5 ü 


; 8 | 
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efforts to pleaſe, though not always 
quite chearful; we are both moſt ſo 
when you are our theme, and ſhe 

ſpeaks of you with a tenderneſs that 
cannot be counterfeited, and an ad- 
miration which only merit like your's 
could excite. —I am the more de- 
lighted at this, as it proves her mind 
has conquered the error which poſ- 
ſeſſed it. I am inclined to think ſhe 
has beheld Mr. Herbert with more 
partiality than ſhe ever did his eldeſt 
Ve hae but not with ſuch as need 


I * to heks from you, I am 
anxious to know (forgive me) what 
other caprice has got poſſeſſion of the 
2 mind of Muſs Baynton. Lou 

always 


% 


28 | ERRORS or SENSIBILITY, 


iden chide me for not loving: her. 
enough, but I have tried in vain to 
teach my heart another leſſon. —She 
ſeems to me to have, more than you 
will confeſs, © batter'd at your peace,” 
without promoting her own or any 
- ohe's happineſs. _ : &1 


Hlave I not ſeen your character 
change from a gay to a ſerious one, 
and your ſmiles of mirth, ſupplanted 

by ſmiles of complacence alone. — 


Iss it not been the taſk of your life 


to ſtruggle with a tenderneſs which 
ought to have conſtituted your feli- 
|  eity, and that of the man whoſe heart 
s Fyour's of right.—-O Harriot, in 


as erer you are a- diflembler | 


if nay, be not ſurprized, it is not in relation 


* 1 


xnons or SENSIBILITY. 29 


to Fe you have ever been ſo.— 

But I well know Sir Francis had, by 
aſſiduities too marked to be miſcon- 
ſtrued, won your heart ere you be- 
ſtowed it on him; and what you called 

the firſt influence of love, his paſſion 

for Miſs Baynton, was in fact only ; 
the withdrawing of a better placed 
affetion.-—You was undoubtedly the 
object of his attachment before ſhe 
appeared, and - but for that event, 
would have become the objet of his 
yows.—Pardon me that I do not quite 
forgive him. Adieu, my dear aer, x 
Lucy writes. I am ever tenderly 7 1 % * 


Your „ 
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LETTER XCUI 


— 


LORD VINCENT, | 
To 
' THE HON. EDWARD HERBERT. 


: x 


III not, my dear Brother, re- 


i proach. you with the paſt unthink- 


ingneſs of your conduct; the com- 
pliance you have reſtified with my 
- wiſhes, by forbearing to purſue Miſs. 
Lucy Williams to the refuge ſhe has 
ut with her eldeſt ſiſter, better 


entitles. 
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entitles you to my thanks. I will 
therefore confine myſelf to a pleaſant 
theme, and tell you how happy you 
have made me by a conduct, which, 
proving one inſtance of ſelf command, 
is ( as the ſame principles produce the 
fame effects) a favorable omen as to 
your future life; and this gives me 
more ſatisfaction, as I am inclined to 
make a propoſal which I ſhould. 
avoid, did I not hope, Miſs Lucy 
Willianis has fuch power over you as 
to lead you to give up for her all your 
vices. and follies, which, whenever 
yielded up at the ſhrine of beauty, 
conſecrate that object, which might 
become to a corrupt * a ſnare 
and a bane. . SY 
Your 
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' Your heart, dear Edward, is not 
corrupt, and I think you will not unite 
your fate with that of an amiable wo- 

man, without endeavouring to con- 
ſtitute the happineſs of her's. I mean 
to endeavour, in caſe you defire it, 
to procure the approbation of my fa- 
ther, and (if poſſible) my mother, 
to your marriage with Lucy.—T ſhall 
not tell them, as it might encreaſe 
their ſolicitude for your making a 
high connection, that it is probable I. 
| all always remain ſingle; for I deſ- 
pair of obtaining the object of my 
unalterable and ardent love. — And 
never ſhall J offer that heart, which 
has been exalted by devoting itſelf to 
1 her, to ananferior character. I am on 
this account well able to ſpare you 
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part of the large income my father 
allows me, in aid of your expenditure. 


1 me candidly, and accept 
not the bleſſing I offer you, unleſs 
reſolved on purſuing a conduct an- 
ſwerable to my wiſhes. 


Your's affectionately, 


* 7 \ 


VINCENT. 


Vol. III. ; D LETTER 
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MY 


- rr / 2 , 1. O56, 


"LETTER XCIv. 


7 ; af 


THE HON. EDWARD HERBERT, 


TO 


- 


| 
| 
me war. 
[ | 5 
| 


9 * — «kde 


1 


Tex thouſand thanks to you, my 
dear and kind Brother. Be aſſured, 
that if yau obtain for me my beloved 
e zucy, you will conſtitute Pourſelf 
3 even ten times more my friend, than 
3 Jou have already done; and add a 
| C7 : 8 
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boundleſs gratitude to that your for- 
mer many and great obligations have 
excited. I have this inſtant your let- 
ter;—believe my promiſes that you 
ſhall be the guide of my conduct, — 
I will be an obedient pupil, to you, 
my mentor. 8 


lam ſetting off, your letter as my 
poaſſport, to tlie good Mr. Benſon's.— 
Many a time have I afflicted, I fear 


inſulted him; but my follies are at. 


an end, and I know his amiable 
mind will render peace-making an 
ealy F taſk, Dear, dear Brother, ever 
& ta grateful and affectionate 
EDWARD RENT. 


nf | LETTER 
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THE REV. RICHARD BENSON, 
”_ .- 


oy . WILLIAMS. 


keep from you chat N r. Web 
much UE wg my Yar 


® 
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anxious to relieve from every care.— 

I therefore applied to Miſs W illiams, 
and was happy in - confiding our 
younger Siſter to her kind protection; 
more eſpecially as her future caution 
ſeemed ſecured by her conſciouſneſs 
of ering acted leſs wiſely than a ſiſter 
of your's UT to Love done. 4 


Nene was this all my reliince 3 
for Lord Vincent, to whom I am in- 
clined to believe we all owe more 
that he is willing to acknowledge, 
has producel! a moſtuftriking change 
in che conduct of his Brother, over 
whom * r 1 4 


ink it right to im- 
part thus much, is owing to a viſit 
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I have juſt received from Mr. Her- 
bert, who propoſes himſelf as the 
huſband of Miſs Lucy; and produces 
the ſanction of a moſt handſome let- 
ter from Lord Vincent, as an autho- 
rity to enforce his claim. I told him | 
I muſt communicate this to you before 
I could give him the permiſſion he 
ſolicited, to repair to Berkſhire ; and 
he is ſo altered a man, that he gave 
* to * achre. 

I wall be glad to know if I have 
your approbation for giving the in- 


treduction he wiſhes to wp fiſter; 5 
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* 


LETTER XCVI. 


Miss H. WILLIAMS, 
TS" 7 Gt 0s 
THE REV, RICHARD BENSON. 


My dear Brother, 


Taue conduct of Lord 
Vincent by no means ſurprizes me; 
for his is the ſoul of honor and of 
| kindneſs, But we muſt not avail 
| qurſelves of that liberality. in his 
mind, and paſſion i in his Brother, that 


would lead them to forget the diſ- 
„„ tinction 


13 


% — 


tinction of ſituation in their on fa- 
vor; and the improbability of this 
connection ever being agreed to on 
the part of Lord and Lady Hereford. 


Without — 51 ok I 5 5 
not be ſatisfied that it ſhould take 
place, and muſt requeſt you to fignify 

as much to Mr. Herbert; and alſo to 

fend the encloſed to the Marquis, 
whom I cannot be reconciled to leave 

in the dark as to the PR of his 


ww” 


8 4 weret the uneaſineſs I ſhall india 
REY Lucy, but the poſitive and u ee 
quivocal propriety of the meaſure, nn 
preſſes on my mind as a commanding 4 
neceffit ty, and relieves. me from the 
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pain of deliberation, tho” it does not 
ſave me from the preſſure of regret. 
Dear fir, with kind love to mY ſiſters, 
believe me ever, 


Your affectionate 
H. WILLIA Vis. 


P. S. My dear Miſs Baynton grows 
every day weaker, and fills me with 
anxiety and alarm. A ſkilful Phyſician 
attends her, and though this is con- 
trary to her wiſhes, ſhe is too gentle 
not to ſubmit to the requeſt of her 
friends. She ſeems not to deſpair of 
her perfect reſtoration, and imputes 
the preſent unfavorable ſymptoms, to 
the fatigue of body, and * of 


mind ſhe has ett | 
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LETTER XCVII 


Viss R. WILLIAMS. 
7 0 


EE en OF HEREFORD. 
My Lord, 


Tt In THINE it right to apprize 
your Lordſhip, that Mr. Herbert has 
diſtinguiſhed my ſiſter Lucy by a 
partiality ſo ſtrong. as to lead him to 
ſeek an union with her of the moſt 
permanent nature. 

As 
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As I have no reaſon to ſappoſe 
| ſuch a meaſure would be approved by 

your Lordſhip or the Marchioneſs, I 
give you this intelligence the moment 
I myſelf have received it. I have 
the honor to be your SOT s very 
reſpectful and 


Obedient ſervant 


LETTER 
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LETTER XCVILL 


THE REV. MR. BENSON, 
1 0 
MISS H. WILLIAMS. 
My dear Siſter, 


1 CANNOT but confeſs 
that a connection ſo advantageous as 
that which has been offered us, had 
too much to gratify me, to leave my 
mind open to a nice inveſtigation of 


the conduct it was Proper to purſue. 
1 


ERRORS OF SENSIBILITY. 45 


I willingly acknowledge your ſupe- 
_ riority in this inſtance, and have pre- 
ſented your letter to the Marquis. 
He received it with many acknow- 
ledgements of your candour, and ſaid 
they were ill entitled to ſo honorable 
a conduct being held towards them. 
Vet he n that being very ſure 
his lady would oppoſe, what himſelf 
ſhould not have thought it improper 
to conſent to, he muſt entreat me to 
unite my endeavours with his, to 
eſtrange his ſon from this 1 


T cannot but find great difficulty 
in this, as Mr. Herbert has familia- 
rized himſelf in my family; and in- 
deed introduced a friend, ( Sir Harry 
Brachcrom.} whoſe abſence will, I 

"fear, 


* 
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fear, not be a little regretted by Miſs 
Charlotte, to whom he has ſhewn 
much partiality. . And indeed I had 
| hoped, chat by his following the ex- 
ample of Mr. Herbert, both theſe 
amiable girls might be diſpoſed of in 
a way more ſuited to their education 
and accompliſhments, than that 1 
have been able to beſtow on my 
Fanny; who is nevertheleſs content 
with her lot, and a true bleſſing to, 
your faithful friend and brother, 


RICHARD BENSON. 


* 


LETTER 
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THE MARQUIS OF HEREFORD. 
TV: 


h MiSSPH. WILLIAMS, 


Dear . am, 


Wan my bel 


thanks for your moſt obliging infor- 
mation, I have to offer my apologies, 
for defiring to prevent an alliance, 

whence, in ſo many reſpects, I am 
conſcious I ſhould derive much honor. 
- 3 But 
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But as my ſon is too young and 


thoughtleſs to make his marriage at 


all defirable at this time, I am better 


reconciled to the endeavour of draw- 
ing him from a prepoſſeſſion in favor 
of the ſiſter of Miſs Harriot Williams, 
than I could otherwiſe be. My Wife 
defires ta join in acknowledgements, 
for your information; and with my 
daughters, preſent beſt regards. I 
have the honor to be, dear Madam, 
with the fincereſt reſpect, your ever 
obedient and _— 


Faithful ſervant, 3 


HEREFORD. 
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E EF'T-E RE G.. 


SIR RANCISGVö Nevis, op. 5 
N 


LozD VINGENT.” 


SS i 


I, LEAD 9 4 my ds Fs 
a fad, anxious, and bewildered life. 
My Maria will not liſten to my en- 
treaties to complete that union which 
has been fo RE and n 
interruptet. ; 

Vol. III. E Mit 


a 
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Miſs H. Williams, who is the moſt | 
exemplary of friends, urges her either 


to acquieſce in my wiſhes, or to give 
me a reaſon for her delay. Her fail- 


ing health is the only one ſhe will 
aſſign; but J do not think it the only 
one that operates upon her. All my 


comfort is, that her affection appears 


unabated, nay even ſtronger than ever. 
We never ſ peak of Dormer, nor the 


wretched Lady Caroline, left it ſhould 
affect her mind, which ſeems the very 
ſeat of exquiſite and too lively ſen- 


ſation. We learn that our filence had 


not been effectual in concealing from 


Lord and Lady Angus the vile con- 


duct of their daughter; and that they | 


would by no means receive her.. 


. 
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I find. your brother is not to be 
permitted ſo happy a fate as the pro- 
jected marriage promiſed him; How 
ſhort ſighted are men as to their true 
intereſt !—Strange, that your father, 
who really has knowledge of the 
world, ſhould oppoſe, with reſpect to 
his ſon, the only meaſure likely to 
quiet and domeſticate his too wild and 
unſettled temper! 53 x40 


2 He has already filled him with care, 
and may do ſo more and more, if he 


does not conſent to this match. It is 


owing, I am ſure, to the Marchionels, 


not to my 1 old Lord. F 
FOUL Adieu, dear fiend, 

' Your's, 
Ih rn 


E 2 LETTER 


MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, 


_ 


0 
MISS LUCY WILLIAMS. 


4 - ; 9 7 * 


1 AM afraid, my dear Lucy, I am 
ever wiſh. to avoid, your reproaches of 
mind at leaft, ſhould they reach neither 
your lips nor your pen, for a wee 


71 af cannot — 8 
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| Mr. Herbert has propoſed. himſelf 
as the huſband of my dear girl, 85 
and I felt myſelf obliged to ac- 

quaint kis friends with this meaſure, 
that they might act as they thought 
fit on the occaſion, I am ſorry to 
ſay this union is oppoſed, as I ex- 
pected it would; but I truſt you will 
ſee the motive of my conduct, and 
not be diſſatisfied with it. Under this 
diſappointment, for ſuch I doubt it 
will be to you, I rely upon it you will 
act with that reſolution and propriety 
fo peculiarly call d for. 


#1 


* 


3 not, I beſeech you, RY 2 
andy - with Mr. Herbert, 


| which would be a degradation of that 
”S 3 - delicacy 


- vt ts; 


1 ö 
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. delicacy which is the firſt ornament 


L „ 


of woman. 7 * FAST £2 hg $aF8 1 n 
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I ſhall be moſt happy to hear from 
vou, and to learn that you are ſatiſ- 
fied of the affectionate tenderneſs of 
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Sts * 
ESE — 


LETTER CI. 


5 


THE HON. EDWARD HERBERT. 


MISS LUCY WILLIAMS, 


My deareſt Angel, 


RAN SPORTED': as 
I have been by my brother's kindneſs, 
in aſſiſting my hopes of an union on 
which alone my happineſs depends, 
think of the deſpair with which 1 
e + ban den to 2s 


Wy, 


56 —BRRORS er 'SENSISILITY. 


find even his interference is of no 


My mother (for it 15 not my father) 
will not hear of my marriage; ſhe 
would have me feek out fome rich 
ugly dame of quality, who, like her- 
ſelf, (forgive me that I write in rage, ) 
ſubſtitutes wealth and rank, for grace, 
beauty, and virtue. But, my. love, 
ſhe never ſhall prevail; I here devote 
myſelf to you, and if you bear me 
that affection I once flattered myſelf 
I had excited, you will not oppoſe me 
ron 2 with se heart. 


MV father 3 diſp pate $a me back 
to college, with a ſage tutor to take 


FW care of me, and watch all my foot- 
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ons but I have found out the old 
fellow's weak fide. I appear to be 
totally changed by his ſagacious ar- 
guments, and . * mee : 
Ts 
Sie Harry . ids oa; | 
fented againſt his will to return with 
me, has agreed to head a party of 
Jovial fellows, who will < with wine 
and waſſail ſo convince” this able lo- 
gician, that he ſhall not have a word 
to utter in his own defence; and 
when he is once committed to his 
bed in ſafety, I may put my great 
buſineſs in that night's diſpatch.” My 
friends hefe get "_ —_ in rea- 


” 
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8 I mall be able to eſcape by . 
tomorrow. The moon will be pro- 
pitious.— I take ſo much time that you 
may be prepared, and ſo: little that 
you may not have time to diſſuade 

me. My truſty meſſenger is too 
FLA à fellow not to contrive to 
convey this to your hands unper- 
ceĩved. We have fixed the place 
where I ſhall await your arrival. 


I will not ſuffer myſelf to doubt 
your kind compaſſion leading you 
to entruſt yourſelf to one who will 
ſtudy every inſtant of his life to repay 
n for the a you befiow. Frente 


- 


A ne time will convey us to 6 


| | | nd, and a few caballiſtical words 


_ unite 


* 
5 
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unite us for ever. Our heatts, for I 
will hope our feelings are mutual, 
were joined by a ſtill more inſtanta - 
neous power, and one glance from 
you, rivetted as your ſlave, 
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MISS LUCY WILLIAMS, 
'To 


MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS. 


T © P ERHAPS, my dear ſiſter, the 
pride of convincing you your kind 
cares to form my heart' aright were 
not wholly thrown away, is the 
ſtrongeſt motive which can occur to 
produce in me that conduct you have 
laboured to inculcate. 
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* encloſe you the letter I had an 
hour ago put into my hands, frem 
Mr. Herbert; —I have fhewn- it my 
act as ſhe adviſed me. She judges it 
beſt I ſhould immediately ſet off, 
under the guardianſhip of à friend 
of her's, for Mr. Benſon” 5 


LY 


GE 1 go, my honored 3 not indeed 
| without ſome ſtruggle ; for Mr. Her- 

bert is a moſt engaging creature, and 

I fear it will be impoſſible for me to 

baniſh him from my heart,—Yet my 
conduct muſt appear moſt . in 

his eyes. 


I I wiſhed to have left a letter, but it 
is in vain.—1 cannot write, unleſs I 
; write 


8 


— 


” 
—_— 
——ũ—1— — 


* 
- 


62 ERRORS or SENSIBILITY: | 


neſs, cannot judge of the con- 
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Vour dutiful and affectionate ſiſter, 
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MISS WILLIAMS, 
* ; 4 


Miss f. WILLIAMS. 


Is not our dear Lucy's proceedings, 
my Harriot, a proof how widely they 
err, who judge of human characters 
by ſingle: inftances in conduct? 
Ho can ſuch: com prehend that the 
ſame — who truſted herſelf without 
F997 | heſitation, 


4 
: 


* 


04 ERRORS: OF SENSIBILITY. 
| heſitation in the power of a wild 
lover, mould reſiſt him when His 
offers were more directly honorable , 
and his paſſion more evidently fixed 


into a permanent attachinent. 


— ne Short of 


| Thoſe who know the power of a 
well regulated ſelf-love, to produce 


decorum and all ns ſiſter virtues, will 


be able to diſcover, that by awakening 
Lucy's pride and emulation, I have 
brought her to wiſn for ſome oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying that ſhe was wor- 
t 1 lifter and ele ve. 


5 12 — 


: TORR me 4 letter was 4 


effort of an inſtant; - this firſt ſtep 
Aan — reſt, She does not re- 


Pen 
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pent, but the tears bedew her cheeks,. 
and love has added a refinement to 
her character which renders it in- 
finitely more engaging than ever. 


Adieu, dear Harriot, 
Vour's, 


8 Jo WILLIAMS, 


17 


* 


have beſtowed up 


66 Ennos OF SENSIBILITY. 


2 * #-:-, * 4 + * + 1 8 4 1 ; + * 5 * 
£ $$ $4. g " * ® 4 TS * : #2 
* 
1 2 — bk & d 
. * ung * 5 4 
+ I 1 lk Q * 4 » 8 L %+: "Þ 4 J * 
% ww bf © 1 * " + 4 3 , 
- 

1 : 1 4 * 1 4 

Fl * 'Y * - * 4 * 
4 4 


MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, 
10 


MISS LUCY WILLIAMS. 


ING EVER, my dear Lucy, ad I 
know ſo true a pleaſure, as that you 
me. A victory 
over ourſelves is the'only one of which 
we can judiciouſly boaſt; for in all 


other conqueſts, fortune has its ſhare ! 
thoſe 
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thoſe we gain, if I may ſo ſtyle it at 
home, are the fruit of reaſon and of 


virtue, let me hope, my love, you 


have not ſacrificed too much in this 
inſtance. Will it be a motive to your 
perſeverance, if I im part to you a, 
ſecret, that will convince you I am a, 
better judge what it is to combat our 
affections, than. you had eee me. 


When I was in moſt ks A 
the death of Sir Hugh Neville, (who 
joined my father with his widow in 


the guardianſhip of his ſon ) led Sir 


Francis to our hguſe, as to a ſort of 
Thus he was accuſtomed to 


home. 
view me as a ſiſter ; and I learnt in- 
ſenſibly to regard him with an at- 

Fa tachment 


3 
8 p 
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eachment that took ful 1 poſſſion of 


1 certainly Jet my Sy vr 
kim as having imbibed the ſame 
feelings; and ſo obtained a juſtifica- 
tion to my own mind, I had not 
otherwiſe experienced ,—But, as per- 
baps to this miſtake, might be traced 
the origin of my own tenderneſs, it 
was the cauſe rather than the apology, 
for my paſſion. - Suffice it, that I was 
no ſooner convinced the heart of Sir 
Francis was deſtined to my Maria, 
than I made an effort on myſelf which 
has ſucceeded to my hope. Julia 
alone has known my ſentiments, — 
I endeavoured to filence her, — I 
ſtrictly ſilenced myſelf ;—nor has it 
— 9 been 
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been till 1. am fully aflured 1 * 5 


truſt myſelf with this ſutzect, * a 
have entered * it. 


happy, and who can never know fe- 


licity, but through her means. Their 


love took place the inſtant they met; 


| be was ſtruck by her lovelineſs, won 


upon' by her penſive ſorrow, and 


fixed irrevocably her's by that re- 


turning animation himſelf had in- 


ſpired. She ſaw in him the only 


object who conld - realiſe the beautiful 
viſions her own lively and tender 


imagination had formed; and there 


never was a ſincerer paſſion than that 


F z 1 


My mind is totally abſorbed - in 
anxiety to ſee my friend the wife of 
the man who alone can render het 
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ſne felr,—though by the peculiar na- 
ture of her character, ſhe oſten put 
his patience and conſtancy to the 
proof; and by ſhewing the exceſs of 
her power, has ſtrengthened i it.— A 
method I would not adviſe meaner | 
” beauties to _ | 
I: mean if poſſible to win Maria to 
come with me to Mitford, and think 
a change of ſcene might be ſervice- 
able to her; as ſhe is not ſo ill but 
that ſhe is able to endure flow jour- 
nies. She does not meet this idea 
with much reluctance, but has not 
abſolutely promiſed; though ſhe ſays 
the feels it not juſtifiable to detain 
me from home,—and indeed I am 


moſt anxious to ſee you again. 


* 
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I have written to you on a ſubject 
I ſhould otherwiſe have avoided, to 

_ teſtify that we are able to regulate our 

inclinations and our wiſhes, if we are 


but earneſt in making an effort. You 


have more merit than myſelf, for in 
fact, I had no lover to reſiſt; yet I 
look back with ſatisfaction on the 
conduct I have purſued, and am moſt 


bighly delighted by the excellent 


behaviour of my dear Lucy, whoſe 


, with 3 5 
J Sincereſt affection, TM 
H, WILLIAMS. 


LETTER 
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LORD VINCENT. 
„ N kg ä 


n FRANCIS nnn 


7 HAVE anal a point, my * 
' friend, that was moſt intereſting to 
me. My Father and Mother conſent 
to the marriage of my Brother with 
the —_— god Williams. 


*. 


He 


# 
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Ie 10 his tutor in a condition 
which did little honor to the choice 
which had been made of him; and 


this tends to convince them it is not 
eaſy to conduct an animated young 
man, otherwiſe than he is inclined 


to go. 


Miſs H. Williams's candid con- 
duct, with Miſs Lucy's imitation of 
| her virtue in flying From her lover, 
inſtead of flying with him, has had 
great effect on my father; and add 
to this, the affection borne. to me, 

gives me a conſiderable , 2 of 
e „ bo 


I have not ſaid 4 antikely I am 
to fulfil their 1 of ſeeing me 


greatly 
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greatly connected, which they poſſibly 


look for as one return for their pre- 
ſent © condeſcenſion.— This was a 


ſubject I ſaw no neceffiry to enter 


upon. 


Sir Harry Beachcroft, who has no 
parents to controul him, has propoſed 


himſelf to Miſs Charlotte Williams; 


and the proſpect of an- affluent and 
reſpect able alliance there, has added 
its mite to the weight of thoſe con- 
curring motives, which tho' not of 
themſelves ſeparately of ſufficient ifs 
fluence to overcome my - mother's 
objections, were, when united, ade- 
quate to my purpoſe. 


Farewell, 


8 


may; or is ſhe above condeſcending 


hend her! 


Your's 


VINCENT. 
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| Farewell, dear friend, how ſtands 

your love ſuit ?—is Maria become ra- 
tional, and will ſhe be happy now ſhe 


to mortal felicity ? I cannot compre» 
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TE MARQUIS OF HEREFORD, | 
a 0 

MISS H. WILLIAMS. 
Deareft Madam, 

EE Tur effect your hy 


noble conduct has had upon me, may 
| be-eafily judged of, by one who is 


no ſtranger to a right feeling; who 
even allows for thoſe falſe ones, in 


which we 100 often live, but in which 


2 19 


4 
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att Ein zb I» dnn 
The period during which I may 
expect to continue on earth cannot 

be king; and I rejoice. that ere I quit 
it, I ſhall at nnn. one child 


* 


Vincent appears to me to be is 
prey of affliction. I could have wiſhed 
to ſeek in you the cure of his ſorrows; 
but he tells me he has long relin- 
quiſhed the hope of being able to 
win your love. I cannot but be ſur- 
priſed at this; yet it is perhaps for- 
tunate, for I doubt much if with 
reſpet to our eldeſt ſon, Lady 
| Hereford could ever be brought to 
ſee 
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ſee with my eyes. I rejoice-that ſhe 
has not been inexorable as to the deſ- 
tination of Edward; and remain 
anxious for the event which ſhall 
unite my ſon to the ſiſter of a lady 
I ſo highly eſteem. "Dear Madam, 


your feſpectiub and-:-- 7 


Affectionate ſervant, 
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THE MARCHIONESS OF HEREFORD, 


1188 A. WILLIAMS. 15 


* 


ws 
** 


e 


Inor p it but a PRI. 3 | 
ment to that conſent I have been led 
to beſtow for the nuptials of my ſe- 
cond ſon with Miſs Lucy Williams, 
that 1 ſhould acquaint you with my 
ſatisfaction on the occaſion. I am 
induced to believe your ſiſter both 
amiable 
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I have only to regret that loſs of for- 
tune and ſtation,” I might have ex- 
pected in the wife of Mr. Herbert. 
Lord Vincent, however, has deſerv- 
edly great influence with me, and he 
bas uſed it warmly. 1 hope I ſhall 
ſee him form ſome connection from 
which I ſhall derive unmixed plea- 
ſure; for, I ſcruple not to acknow- 
ledge, it is the firſt object of my heart 
to ſee him greatly married. I 7 
Madam, with the com patente ef 
my dnughiters, © a 


| You bumble ſervant * i friend, 


* 


ERRORS OF SENSIBILITY. 
LETTER CIX. 


— 


5 0 5 eh, . 
MISS H. WILLIAMS, 
ro 


MISS WILLIAMS. 


I HAVE had, my deareſt Julia, 
exceſſive ſatisfaction, in hearing of 
Lord and Lady Hereford's conſent to 
their ſon's marriage with Lucy, I 
have anſwer'd their letters, and written 
to my ſiſter on the ſubject. I have alſo 
much pleaſure in Charlotte's being 
Vol. II. beloved 


a 8 þ 4 2 * F | 
72 . 
j 
| 


of \ 
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beloved by Sir Harry Beachcroſt, 
whoſe character I well know. I have 
from him a kind and polite letter.— 
Here, ends the catalogue of my 
TR ˙ | 


This houſe, which I have not pre- 
vailed on Maria to quit, and in which 
J cannot leave her, preſents nothing 
but ſadneſs. I muſt not deceive my- 
ſelf, her illneſs is certainly, of a very 
[alarming nature. Dr. Hudſon thinks 
with me I doubt not, but he has not | 
ſpoken clearly; and, indeed I am 
withheld from preſſing him on the ſub- 
ject, from my dread of the effect ſuch 
an evil would have on Sir Francis. | 


. 0 1 k 
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"T6; as J onbe faid to Maria, literally ' 
ſeems now to live by her breath; and 
what is ſtrange, his love ſo' fills his 
mind, that it has precluded, what, i in 


ſuch circumſtances I ſhould think its 


natural effect, fear. He is anxious 


and watchful over her, but ſeems not 
aware of that evident decay, to which 


T can no longer ſhut my eyes. This 


is the more extraordinary, as on her 
firſt complaint he was more han ne- 


ceffarily alarm d. 


1 yeſtirduy prevailed on Mrs Mor- 


tiſon to give a diſtant hint of that 
danger, which is I fear moſt imminent; 
but in accents of horror he befought 


her not to fill him with terrors which | 
might drive him to madnels ; and 
"3 ſoon 


/ 
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Goon after fell into a diſcourſe on the 
improbability of our fears. Thus does 

be cloſe his eyes on that ſad proſpect, 
he feels he has not the courage to 
: * 


I fee Dr. Hudſon, and will, though 
I dread to do it, queſtion him con- 
cerning my Maria ; and, ſhould he 
lead me to believe my fears are pre- 


ſeages, induce him to endeavour a 


little to prepare the mind o& her un. 
happy lover. 


5 Adieu, I cannot enjoy even the 
good which awaits thoſe I have fo 
anxiouſly watched over and loved, 
to ſick at heart i 1s your | : 
2 } 2 WILLIAMS. 


LETTER 
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2 5 . 3 . . 4 

— —— eee apa amen, 
LETTER UK 

$5 15 | , 5 9 


 - MRS. MoRRISO N,. 
ro 


MISS WILLIAMS, 


Me pen, deareſt Madam, is the 
only one equal to acquainting you with 
an event we all deplore — the loſs of 
the lovely and intereſting Maria 
But, accuſtomed to afflictions, I have 
| learnt to endure them; and misfortunes, 
Wy: though 
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though they fill my heart with forrow, 
Ainike 1 it with no ſurpriſe, $674 


Ever ſince I have been with the 
amiable Miſs Baynton, I have per- 
ceived her to be the victim of an 
active ſenſibility that allowed no re- 
poſe to her mind. I perceived the 
tumult of her ſpirits much encreaſed 
at the time of our landing at Lan- 
caſter, and they have only appeared 
to ſettle into calmneſs, in proportion 
as her health declined. ; 


To days ago I had a long con- 
verſation with her, reſpecting my 
excellent and lamented friend—your 
| ol father 5 wech (I ſuppoſe 


from 


'# 


ERRORS. OF SENSIBILITY, , $9 


from my account of the ' compoſed 


fortitude with which he reſigned life) 
ſeemed to infuſe ' into her mind a. 


delight to which ſhe-had- been long 
2 a firanger. 

| She 1 fortune, except an 
annuity kindly allotted to me, between 


your brother and Miſs Harriot.— Her 
wilt was ſhort, and written in her 
own hand the day before her death. 


The diſpoſition in favor of your 


brother ſurpriſes me ; but your ſiſter 


and Sir Francis are ſo abſorbed in 
grief that ey do not mark it. 


She had latterly been ST 


WTI, and entruſted to my care a 
packet 


: 5 
1 
0 


—_ 
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packet for your ſiſter, and letter to 
Sir Francis, which I have not, left 
it ſhould add to their affliftions, yet 
I remain, dear Madam, with great 
reſpect, your obliged ſervant, 


H, MORRISON, 


deren 
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MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, - 
10 


MISS WILLIAMS. 


* 


A I know my dear Julia is filled 
with anxiety for me I will write 
myſelf, though they wiſh to withhold 
me from it. I like to tell you by my 
own pen that I am able to quit this 
place with my kind brother in law, 
who, on the firſt news of my affliction, 

7, | came 
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came to ſeek, and if Vage comfor 
_ 


Dear Sir Francis is in a ſtate of 
ſuch deſpair, increaſed by the ſan- 
guineneſs of his hopes, that we dare 
not leave bim till Lord Vincent 
arrives; but as he was immediately 
appriſed of our diſtreſs we expect him 
hourly. 3 _ 


* 


Ever your's, 


„ 4” 
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LETTER: . 


1 * 
L ; "4 


THE SAME, 


8 evo - * 5 bo 
To WO. 


THE SAME. 


V letter of ation Me” 
kindneſs, my dear Julia, has had its 
effect; — it has taught me to be grateful 
for, and pleaſed by the generous ſym- 
pathy that dictated it. More than 
this even you cannot effect; — there is 
tomething of deluſion in all the proſ- 
* 
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pective delights of life that cheats us 
of our actual forrows, by ſubſtituting 
in their place an ideal good; and the 
deſtruction of our hopes, by the diſ- 
ſipation of our imagined pleaſures, 
gives back to the mind its full con- 
ſciouſneſs of real eyils. . 


Lucy and Charlotte have both 
written to tell you my illneſs had in 
it nothing to alarm, though it has 
prevented me from writing myſelf. 


- 406 encloſe you, my love, the ſweet 

Maria's laſt letter, I requeſt it. back. 
Unable to copy, and unwilling to have 
it traced by other hands, I reluctantly 


Ak with it;—for I wiſh you to know 
that 
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that tranſcendant creature we have 


1 have now and then a few lines 
from Lord Vincent, who, knowing 
bow much affliction poſſeſſes my 
mind, ceaſes, with that delicacy - 
which diſtinguiſhes his character, to 
encreaſe it by any expreſſions of love. 
—Such a meaſure would have de- 
prived me of the comfort of hearing 
of poor Sir Francis, who has not 
himſelf yet written; neither have 1 
known in what words to addreſs him 
on his heavy loſs, without encreaſing 
rather than mitigating his ſorrows. 


1 muſt reſt till tomorrow, when 1 
hope to finiſh this ;—my hand and 
ſpirits 
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ſpirits a are both wearied with this firſt” 
effort. — — — — — —V— 
I am not 8 70 to WR much 
comment on the letter of my beloved 
Maria. She has indeed left us for 
congenial ſkies. —Let me obſerve, that 
whether it appears in weakneſs or in 
ſtrength, —in reſiſting evil or in 
yielding to ſorrow, —* fpirits are not 
finely touched but to fine iflues,”— 
ch, my Julia, tho' Heaven has 
bleſſed me with more of fortitude and 
of exertion, yet my mind is as far 
beneath her's, as is my perſon inferior 
to that ſeraphic lovelineſs, that ſhed 
reſplendent light around her beauty. 


Never, 
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Never, never can her wiſhes be 
fulfilled! No man can ſurvive ſuch _ 
a loſs No woman preſume to hope 
love from one, who has been affianced 
to a heavenly being! —Praiſe ceaſes to 
be hyperbolick when referred to her. 


Her form exceeded thoſe which 


youthful poets fancy when they love! 


Her ſoul was even too perfect and 


high wrought to be confined in the 


moſt exquifite of earthly tabernacles. 


Farewell, my Julia, I could write 


of her for ever, — the theme tranſports 
me, and I feel no weakneſs; - but I 


am reminded to deſiſt, and will yield 


to my kind friends. 
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TED © have made a point that the mar- 
riages of my ſiſters ſhall not be de- 


ferred, and next week they are to 
enter into thofe engagements which 


will, I hope, conſtitute the happineſs 


of all the __ 
£ Your's ever, 
H. WILLIAMS. 
LETTER 
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MISS BAYNTON, | 
8 To * 
Miss H. WILLIAMS. © 


- ( nNcLosED 1N TBE FOREGOING: 


o 


1 FEEL, my excellent friend, 1 


have ſome time felt, that I ſhall not 


long be an inhabitant of this earth!— 
To have lid d, if by ſo doing I have 
prepared my ſpirit for a higher ſtate, 
is a true bleſſing: — and tho that bleſſing 
to me has conſtituted the trouble and 
Vol, III. . affliction, 
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affliction, . rather than the happineſs 
of thoſe I love, they continue all that 
tenderneſs I have too often deferv'd to 
forfeit. —This thought draws tears from 
me, - mourn not for them; they are 
among the fone m eyes will 8 — 


You ſee how careful I am become 
of myſelf ; I break this letter into 
little portions, not to exhauſt a feeble 
body, nor yield to the influence of a yet 
- mote feeble mind. I have been learn · 
ang to conquer ,my remorſe, and its 
power every day decreaſes, as better 
hopes break in and teach me, that tho” 
by infatuated weakneſs of character, I | 
Have forfeited my title to happineſs in 
chis —rrag=s I may yet emulate that ſu- 


. wf 3 4 4 : 4 1 | * 1 perior / 
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perior bleſſedneſs which awaits the re- 


N J * 
88 hg tet . * — 7 4 * Y * a 


Let me a little endeavour to ac- 
count for, tho? not juſtify, my conduct 
to my deareſt friend — for my Neville, 
1 ſcruple not to ſay, is more than my 
friend—the object of my Perfect and 
unalterable love Of ſuch love, that 
1 adorn all the bleſſed Saints I go to, 
with minds as pure; and (as I have 
not yet -learn'd to view unembodied 
ſpirits) with perſons as lovely; a ſmile 
as gentle; a glance as penetrating!— 
Alas, I might have made him 3 
been happy with him Are there joys. 
beyond this? Surely thete are, for 
the capacity for being bleſſed enlarges on 

* H 2 us 


more than time | 
you, -my-parents Wan e with 
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us as earthly paſſions, wiews,and fol- 
Hes fink n on 3 touch of 


« 8 * $ — — 
.* & : 


: 15 1 have wandered, my dear Harriet, 
from my purpoſe; let me recall it and 


for once be collected it is time, it is 
When I. firſt knew 


led me ek. Cc legs to 
common words, than thoſe that are 


1 A fried was 0 


rote all her thoughts to me ; a : 


wee 10 be Aral an aher, Tur 


arcely- diſappointed me; 


my Neville was juſt what I expected. 


2 him the leaſt failure or inattention 
4 11 to 
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to even poſſible wiſhes, would have 
been a mortal crime, a death to love. 
Thus was I prepared to be the victim 
of whatever deceit it might be tho! ght 
n e ee n — 


| AtVVindfor L fur med an intime, with 

that dreadful creature who has mark d 
my fate, Lady Caroline M*Leod. 
Let me not rail on her, ſhe has taught 
me wiſdom. - But at what price 2— 
: ; oo pong of it! 


She induced me, on 4 romantic 
notion of obſerving bis obedience, 

o ſend Sir Francis that fatal journey 
to Landon. | I thought my following 
| H z +647: leis 


ST 
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him thither was the effect of my own 
whim - but I was every way her pup- 
pet. Bluſh, -bluſh. Maria, to have 
dethron'd your own reaſon, and trifled 
with both friendſhip and love, as the 
head of malice, guided by art, play d 
on the too eaſy keys of your wild 
fancy! I had been led to imbibe a 
ridiculous jealouſy of Lady Suſan 
Wentworth, I have diſcovered fince 
how unfounded it was ſufficient 
however to draw me towards the ſnare 
"Oo bor r eng ee fe — — — 


K k - , 5 
* * * 


Lady Caroline 3 me * 
Baynton · Grove ſhe flatter'd, rul'd 
me. But when my love appear'd, 

18 the Sun e. an offenſive and 

3 1 chilling 
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' which would obſtruct 


chilling in 


its influence; the power ſhe had over 


me vaniſhed. You will ſee by the 
horrid letter I encloſe, how thorougly 


I was' underſtood ; this was no time 
to practice on my gratified heart — 
fool —dupe that I was But I me- 
rited all —I ſcarce regarded the feel- 


ings of other minds, but thought 
the world was made for me; —and fo 


indeed were its richeft gifts, lud © 
been * to receive ue — — 


- 


5 


This wretched woman contrived 
a letter from a man ſhe called her 
_ huſband, who pretended to be pur- 
ſued by her friends, for the deſtructich 
of her brother. It bore to my weak 
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eye me harder. of truth, n 
. 
of: falſehood, varniſhed by deceit. 
. He who'brought this vile letter was 
repreſented as the moſt humane and 
honourable of men; but his brow 
had 80 openneſs, his language ſeem - d 
ſtudied.— Oh, you ſhall know all 
* wy — . re fn me. 5 


k bad been — Lenser: . 


become an enthuſiaſt to His ſyſtem. 


And is it thus, queſtioned I myſelt, 
that you yield to the influence of 
à prepoſſeſſion and prejudice? You 
will ſorſake your friend in her diſtreſs, 
becauſe a writer has heated your ima- 
Sinan n the 1 of his 
own, 
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own, and perſuaded you to read the li- 


bow much caprice has hitherto ſway!d 


vou yield not to it now. Cover 


not your averſion to quit that country 
which holds your Neville, under a 


fictitious excuſe. We are taught that 
Hearts are open only unto God; how 


then ſhall the ſecrets of the heart be 
legibly engraved on the form of man 
Even thus a right principle, view d 

by an  irratione 
.I muſt: now quit you, for I have 


written; much, and the end of my 


ho 2 narration — — — 


be | x ws * 1 S K q £4 4 i 
- a + * yf % 2 *% R þ * R > * 14 . 3 * 3 N 


1 


mind, miſled me. 
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I gave myſelf up to the guidance 
of "this deceitful woman; but when 
I underſtood the baſe —— 
I had been trepanned, a ſtate which 
neſs,” ſucceeded. — n go 
fought the means of ray cſape, | ; 


9 * 2 


The wicked Dane: preſſed bis 
hated paſſion, but I was unmoved as 
ſupported me. Lady © Cas 
. Toline my preſence, with an authority 
by which her haughty ſpirit was ſub- 
dued.—She intruded no more there: 
Had I never after ſeen her I might 
Jet * * never 


could 
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could my mind have been footh'd: to 
calmneſs and peace. It exhauſted it- 


ſelf in efforts to repel the bold and 


watchfulneſs ceaſe from my ſoul. 


My deliverers brought joy, but they 


n — — — 


7 
W 98 * 


T * dreadful 5 3 1 1 | 
ceeded for the life of him my ralh- 
neſs, bad: been the means of expo- 
8 aus- one: exhauſted the "little 


recovered, and at the idea of, returns 
ing to England, and to you, my heart 
felt an emotion of - delight.—-It. was 
tranſient however. A perſon habited 
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as a ſallor, bur whom I too well knew 

to be the cruel Caroline, was of- 
Rr in offering — 4 as I land- 
preſſing up to me ſhe put within 
ee eee picture of her 
own. mind, and too juſt: one of my 
folly,” which I encloſe. No word 
accompanied this action, and it was 
un perceived. — — 


3 . . | 8 Y : : "AK X. 


> A 
4 : * 
F o 


Tis ſtrange, amy beloved Harrier, | 
that my eyes being opened to a ſenſe 

of my weakneſs, left me no leſs its 
flave. I felt that I had been the ſa- 
crifice 5 an . ſuſceptible 
| 8 — 1 was no leſs agitated 
_ and: ſubdued d by. the wretched: crea- 


©, \ | | 'P ture, 
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ture, who cerſecured me to, and in, 
death. Read, thou beloved contraſt 
to the malicious Caroline, the paper 
| ſhe gave me. It bereft me of the 
| ſmall remains of comfort I experi- 
enced ; made me view myſelf as 
doubly a deſtroyer 3 altho' I felt 1 
ought. rather to have rejoiced at my 
eſcape, than lamented the ſacrifice 
which attended it. But, weakneſs, 
thy name is Maria! | 


„ 


* 4 ä 
* 2 


8 5 . To Mi Boynton. | 


= © MAY the fight of my writs 
l _ ſtrike you with diſmay'; and 
the contents of my letter fill you 
* with def] pair. May the vows I have 
8 twice 


140 'Eanons or 3ExSIBILITY. 


© twice int errupted never be pled ged, 
or my curſes on your marriage, 
15 * you dare to fulfill it, poiſon 

its bleflings, by ſuperſtitious dread 
4 china agonizing remorſe. I will de- 
© nounce to you your crimes, that 

© you may not, from inattention to 
their magnitude, enjoy a life you 
© have taught me to loathe „and there- 
© fore to quit. For why ſhould I 
© endure an exiſtence which can af- 
© ford me no Pleaſure, | other than 
© that of revenge ; — better to be ſe- 
© cured by dying. By dying I enable 
© myſelf to tell you, that you are twice 
w A e murderer ! « 
* n a Woe bet Rand points 
* the ſword, or adminiſters the poiſon ; 

*r © > 
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that which makes life hateful, is 


* 

© the true aſſaſſin. I lov'd my Dor- 
© mer 5 to madneſs loved him; Was 

only not legally his wife, becauſe 
o 


we were equally devoid of riches. 


might have been ſhared between 
© him whoſe bold enterpriſe entitled 
him to this reward, and her, whoſe 
« fondneſs led her to afliſt in gaining 
« it. Tour ductile, weak, and vain 
c mind, made you an eaſy prey. 


5 © We bad not entered upon this 


« daring plot, but that we beheld: in 
* you a ready dupe, We ſuſpended 
it during the time your lover was at 


6 © Bay nton-Grove, becauſe conſcious 


of his e influence. He was 
Pies withdrawn. 


Your fortune was a prize, which 


a * 
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+ withdrawn from you, as if to ſe- 


cure our ſucteſs; that we obtain d 
i it not, and that you broke the pro- 


© miſe your weakneſs gave us of a 
perfect conqueſt, proves you, more 
© than my/elf, a diſſembler; and the 

blood of him for whom alone 1 

© wiſhed to live, was the price of 

your inconfiftency, not of your virtue. | 

He died your viflim !—perhaps even 
© that I had 8 he 9's 
Jour ſlave * 


4 's Had you Wa Rs, love, think 
© you you had ſo long been ſafe ? 
Ever when I urged him to be no 
longer foiled, he vexed me with 
Atem 1 chaggu Ki 
* with che deteſted truth, and, 
4 e | 
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« drive me to deſperation, he con- 
* felled that he felt ſomething of di- 
* vinity about you, he durſt not 
0 * violate. 


© The arcival of your Pw Te 
* ſucceeded ;—1 cared not where the 
© drove me ;—my Father's houſe, a 
2 dungeon, or a grave, were equal · 
from the firſt I was driven, the laſt 
only wait to fill, till I have the 
© means of blaſting by my maledic- 
0 Som, the delights of her, who has 
been the deſtruction of the man I 
2 lov'd, and (for as you read this line | 
* you may view me in the inſtant of 
_ diſſolution) of 


a CAROLINE NA xn. | 


vll.. 1 LETTER 
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. . Would you; my excellent friend, 
with your ſerene, religious, ahd ft- 
gulated mind, believe it poſſible; that 
ſo malicious and avowed a purpoſe; has 
yet operated to encreaſe the ſadneſs 
of my heart. I trace all my aMiQtions 
to my own folly ; and tho' I do not 
directly charge myſelf with the death 
of theſe children of vice, I yet per- 
ceive not the leſs that all the happi- 
neſs this world can beſtow might have 
been mine, had 1 taught myſelf to 


reaſon, as well as to feel. How did 


I give up this happineſs by ſubmitting 
to her guidance, whoſe flattety was 
moſt unbounded and perpetual ; and 
who, for evil, did what no one ever 
_ does for good —devoted every faculty 
of her ſoul to fal in with 221 preju- 
4 dices, 
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dices, and to reconcile me to thoſe 
exceſſes of my own caprice, of which 


1 ſometimes a the propriety. 


I fee now that no friendihip, no 


love, no honourable principle will in 


duce an abſorption of all our emotions 


into one. Duties, cares, and even 
pleaſures, muſt intervene” to checker 


the road of life with various views 
_ preparative to its end, and the bright 


proſpect᷑ then to open upon us. Love 
itſelf becomes a crime, when the lover 
is an 1dolator ; what then muſt her 


error be, who ſeeks to be an idol ? 
My lover was too near the character, 
for even me to be long diſſatisfied 


with him; but on one moment 8 
Is doubt 


— — — —— _— — — —— ——— — — — 
a — 36e Ee xo 7s * . <—Sb, 2 
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doubt of my being the xerpetual ol 
of bis 3 bung all the 
O, may he meet a happier and 
wifer-woman !—Bur that 1 know my 
Harriot's reſolution to continue fingle, 

I would” preſent to your mind his 
worth, and how Hou might reward it. 
But as it is I dare not 1 the idea. 
Adien, oy deareſt friend, | 
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i LETTER («+ © \ 


- A188 BAYNTON, - 
N MI$$ R. WILLIAMS. 


_— » ; a F4 5 : 
(MADE UP WITH THE FOREGOING.) 


£4 ARE you then, my dear Harriot, 
who have been my chief bleſſing thro? 
life, deſtin'd alſo ro be my comforter 
in death? — | ſee that you are. A 
con verſation juſt held with Mrs. Mor- 
riſon, has opened on me a new light, 
1 


which ſhines with convincing "7" 
nefs. By my thoughtleſs mind alone, 
could it thus long have been unper- 
ceived. —My time is not long, let me 
—_ 
2 In 1 this day Pich Mrs. 
Morriſon, of your honour'd father, 
I expreſſed a wonder, that with ſo 


excellent a friend as Sir Francis, to 
ſhare your cares, he had laid the 
whole weight of them on you alone. 
Her ver led me to think the Ge- 


| idea of det you nid to bi ward 
He could not have been diſappointed, 
1 60a probability of fuck an 


* 5 ws K f q . 
* 
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1 bave peruſed your letters previous 
and after my viſit to you, I ſee they 
ſpeak a different language. Oh, my 
kind Harriot, your friendſhip yielded 
him to me, whom you knew leſs equal 
than yourſelf to conquer my feelings. 


did not however rob you of his heart, 


it has been ever your's ;—a delirium 


of paſfion led him to me, and to you, 
while he ſubſtituted the name of friend 
for that of lover, he retained. wt "_ 


_— — 


: 


. chouſand times when nl of 

Lord Vincent, has he told me, he 
look'd on you as formed above all 
women, to give the trueſt happineſs 


to him you favour'd with your hand. 


Receive him back, my love, and if 


indeed 
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5 indeed the viſionary ſeaſon i in which 


he has known me, preſſes - painfully 
on his —_— comfort, conſole 
him; teach him to know I was not, 
formed for earthly bliſs, and let his 
| r- be gratified, by believing this 
conſciouſneſs helps to fit me for 
4 þy.—Paint to him that 1 have 
by: a ſtate of tryal for one of reward; 
and while you together fill up the 
_ mealur& of temporal duties, you are 
ſo exemplary fitted to perform, think 
with gratitude rather than regret, how 
early 1 (that am ill calculated to ac- 
Y Wo myſelf of thoſe obligations actual 
life demands) was, by the diſpenſer | 
+} of mercy, permitted _ 
- 1, * Brighter ſcenes to ſeck above, 
In the realms of peace and love.” 


 — 
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hes me WAY you. to ſuffer no 
8 "eonfideration to withhold you from 
accepting him, I no ſee was ever 

| deſtined to you. To deprive you of 
a pretence for heſitation or delay, your 
brother ſhares my fortune. Thus all 
your honored father's wiſhes are ful- 
filled. And will you not — fulfill 
_ thoſe of 


| Your ever — friend, 
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Miss BAYNTON, _. 
SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE. 79 


My Beloved Neville, | 


| T. E- laſt a& of — life W be 
devoted to you, to aſſure you of my 
tender affection; and to entreat your 
pardon for all thoſe ſorrows 1 have 
cauſed you. Of myſelf I have no 


more to fay, but will turn to a better 
ſubjeck. 


— 


Lou, 


\ 
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Lou, my deareſt, have a heart 
rand for love a domeſtic happi- 
neſs ; ſeek them i in my. friend, — in 
the amiable Harriot. I know of no 
perfection which is not her's; if you | 
win her affection you will have no- 
. 5555 


1 hee written her a long » | 
accept a ſhort one. I took a pleaſure 
in reſerving this for my laſt temporal 
employment.—Sorrow not for me, T 
go to bliſs !—I go unregrettingly, for 
I leave you to a commforter in — 
er end. ROE 


* 
IS . 1 * 
: f * Coed 


* Forever Your” Sy 
I os MARIA BAYNTON, 


LETTER 
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ncloſe you, my deareſt anc beſt 
friend, a copy of thoſe precious li 
beloved, and, alas! too angelic 
412m her laſt moments in 
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My kind friend, Lord Vincenz 5 
who has been, from the inſtant I loſt 
her, my monitor, my guide, and 
ſupport, has continued with me till 
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this moment; he will continue with. 


me till I hear from you, but tells me 
he cannot longer delay thoſe travels, 
he but deferred for my lake. Tow 


How muſt I addreſs you How 
account for the length of time I have 
let go by without addreſſing you ?— 
1 will uſe the language of truth, it 
will juſtify me at the ſhrine of virtue! 
lf you ſhould deſpiſe and 7 
me, the hope of comfort, which is 
beginning to diffuſe itfelf around my 
heart, will yaniſh. But if you permit 

0 e wy, me 
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me to throw myſelf at your feet, you 
RE me the * 5 
e convinee-you 4 the ha 
10 with which I ſolicit your affection, 
and aſſure you all my hopes of hap- 
pineſs are bound up in you, and that 
my heart reſts all its wiſhes on your 
favour, by adding the conſeſſion, that 
even this addreſs, and the ſtrong con- 
viction that you alone can be my 
— _— eo in A 


F . 7 


1 5 


1 to di — 
as che friend of Miſs Harriot Williams. 
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J retrace the time when that friend- 


ſhip was indeed the Siſter of love 


That I am unworthy ſuch a blefling 


as I ſolicit from you, can-beutged as 
no objection; wherever connected, 
you muſt condeſcend to one far be- 


neath your. own, excellence. No 


man can deſerve you; and the more 
you pardon, the more you act in 
conformity to the. ſu n of wo 
exalted nature. 

? > 


Suffer me to pelr ue Mifufd/y 
; let me endeavour to win your heart to 


pity, if not to 1 a diſconſol 


ERANCIS NEVILLE, 


LETTER 


— —uœä.. 2 


LETTER CXVIL . 


* 


| MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, 
20 


Six FRANCIS NEVILLE, 


I WIEL not, my dear Sir Francis, 
refuſe to ſee the friend from whole 


ſociety I always. derive pleaſure, be- 
cauſe 1 doubt, if yielding to his pre- 


ſent wiſhes is likely to inſure his 
* 


There 


* 2 PR 
1 7 8 8 " 
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There is a ti in which we 
fhall always find mutual delight, 
come to me then, and let us dwell on 
it, without the mixtute of any con- 
ſideration which might throw a re- 

| ſe" communications of 
heart and ſentiment, which is the 
character of friends we have ever ſo 
N and freely indulged 1 in. 


1 


Vour affeRionate, 
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.Y dear Neville muſt not be 


offended, 'when 1 confeſs that T have 
uſed ſome concealment with reſ, peat 


to him 
Tr? . ere A * 4 *> ke w. 7 Pra 
3 ( 1 : 1 bf 
; k * 0 9 A 
8 20 * , + $S &S * £ 
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I T have long been convinc'd that 
you poſſeſſed the love of the amiable 
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and engaging Harriot Williams; this 
was betrayed by her at the mo- 
f receiving the letter you 
a wrote in the diſtraction of your ſoul. 
The ardour with which ſhe bad me 
fly to and ſave you, was more than 
the language of friendſhip, I Jaw 
and felt it, yet prov'd the fentiment 
" the nn n n while 1 


40 N one widiout” 1% e er Fe the 
8 : | 1 fair, Ss 
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adds 0 this allo NN Ic 


« That love will hope, Where reafort 
would ee = 


#4 


bi e hatin. kad 


* 


might „ move the tender heart 


er, with — paſſion e 
I felt chat 1 F 


e 
4 | Perhaps, AA ** our 118 
ions is always to conquer, either en- 
urely or in part; at preſent my victory 
is only in part, for I cannot flay to 
witneſs your happineſs. — Yet I am 
not, indeed 1 am not ſuch a wretch, 
as to regret it. In proof of this, I now 
impart a ſecret, which will embolden 


e i. 
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1 could wa had myſelf} ſo 
Ante maſter'd my paſſion, to have 
revealed this to you when you ſolicited 
9 : 1 6A . my 


my permiſſion to a in e fortnit / 
to your Maria's wiſh. | Obliged as 1 

felt myſelf by the friendſhip that in- 
duc'd you to conſult my feelings, 1 
yet was filent ; becauſe I judged it ill 
| ſuited to this excellent woman's worth, 
that aſſurance of ſucceſs ſhould be 
united to your firſt ſu ne 825 
her love. 


Vou will not blame, and you will 
ſtill allow me to adore at a diſtance, her 
I dare. no longer ſee — not now at leaſt. 
When I dare truſt myſelf I will; for 
returning to be held as the firſt friend 
of your hearts, is the moſt earneſt 
wiſh of mine. And as I have already 
ſhewn how unreaſonably a lover will 


hope, 
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When I produce you an example 
„expect to {ee but till then ou 
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